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Department: Humanities 
Module: Magic, Murder, & Mystery in London Literature 
Module Convenor: Alastair Sherwood 
Module Tutors: Jay Sullivan and Mollie Clarke 
 
Module outline 
 
London is a global icon. But how do we receive this icon, and how has it been made? In part, the idea 
of London has been—and continues to be—constituted by its literary reflection. From the dirty 
underbelly of Charles Dickens’ imaginary; to the squirming mass unfurling under Sherlock Holmes’ 
magnified gaze; to the corporate peel around Harry Potter’s magical world, London comes to us 
through a haze of Magic, Murder, and Mystery. In this module, students will be given the 
opportunity to unpick London’s complex literary past—and present. You will be guided by tutor-led 
lectures and whole-class discussion through London’s museums via the late-Victorian vogue for 
mummy fiction; through the terrorised London of Jack the Ripper; through the “queer magic” of 20th-
century fiction of the Capital, and more. At the end of the module, you will provide your own written 
response to the iconography of London as it presents itself in your chosen texts. 
 
Learning outcomes 
Students who successfully complete this module will: 
 

• Foster a curiosity about London as a setting for literary texts 
• Have secure knowledge of a range of literary texts from the late Victorian period to the 

present day 
• Understand the history of key areas of London through its literature 
• Develop their ability to plan, structure and execute an academic essay 

 
Teaching and learning methods: 
 
Online lectures, seminars and field trips 
Drop-in hours and group discussions 
 
Main themes of the module 
 

Magic Murder Mystery 
 
Science and Séance: 
Supernatural Naturalists in 
Victorian London 
 

 
London’s Burning: Death and 
the City in WWII 

 
Sherlock Holmes and 
Labyrinthine London 

 
Queer Magic: Subversion, 
Sexuality and Neo-Victorian 
Fiction 
 

 
Murder Capital: Jack the 
Ripper 

 
Ghosts of the Gothic in 
Dickensian London 

 
Parallel Worlds: Harry Potter 
and Magic Alongside London 
 

  
Nights at the Museum: 
Mummies, Mystery and Curses 
 



 
 

 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment for this module will consist of two assignments: 

1. (30%) An essay plan, which will be discussed in class and developed independently. You will 
provide a summary of your essay, which must include up to two primary texts from the 
module and at least four secondary texts, either from the reading list or of your own 
choosing (500 words). 
 

2. (70%) An essay on any aspect of the module, covering up to two primary texts and drawing 
on secondary reading material (2,000 words). 
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Useful websites 
 
http://www.victorianlondon.org 
 
http://londonist.com/2010/03/hand-drawn_maps_of_london_a_mystery.php 
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